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The end of term has arrived quickly, bringing to a close a remarkably busy and brilliant few 
months. Alongside the core business of teaching and learning, mock examinations and UCAS 
applications, the life of the school has been enriched by lots of trips, activities and fixtures. Grant 
House took an early lead in the Endeavour Cup following their success in the House Music 
Competition, which once again proved to be a highlight at the end of the last half term. Fame the 
Musical was a brilliant whole school production and the school marked a moving Remembrance 
commemoration on the MUGA in November. 

We remain very proud of all that takes place at St George’s, including the strength and 
distinctiveness of our school. It was therefore particularly pleasing to welcome The Good Schools 
Guide to the school this term, and to see their visit result in such a great review. They end their 
review saying: 

“You can’t go wrong with any of Harpenden’s state schools – and they all have a 
distinct offering. This is the ‘traditional one’, with its old-world buildings, tweed 
blazers, rugby, boarding and chapel all contributing to the more serious, heritage feel. 
Academically top of the pile too. Families couldn’t be prouder of St George’s if they 
tried.” 

As the term draws to a close, we have also enjoyed many of our much-loved traditions. The Junior 
Carol Service showcased the talents of our younger musicians, while the Senior Carols last Sunday, 
led by the Senior and Chamber Choirs, was a beautiful and uplifting service. We were especially 
delighted to welcome more than 150 people to the OG Carol Service; it was a pleasure to 
reconnect and to see this event continue to grow year on year. The singing of Assurgit Skidda at 
the close was full of spirit. 

We now look ahead to the Christmas break, as pupils and staff disperse for a well-earned rest. On 
behalf of the school, I wish you and your families a happy, restful and peaceful Christmas. 

 

Kind Regards  

 

Andy Ford 

Headteacher 
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Development Office Updates 
 

Save the Date 

Giving Day 12th February 2026 – Help us Raise Funds to Refurbish the Assembly Hall 

Super Saturday 21st March 2026 – Join us for a morning of Lacrosse & Rugby 

Founders Weekend – 27th & 28th June 2026 – More details to follow 

It was heartwarming to see such a large crowd of OG’s at the annual carol service on 
Saturday.   Being welcomed back into our candle lit chapel reminds us that we are all part of the 
history of our brilliant school, however small a part we may have played.  The chapel really is the 
beating heart of our school. I’m always struck when students who moaned about chapel attendance 
whilst at school reflect that it is often the place they miss most.  When the busyness of work takes 
over from the rhythms of school life often that time in the day to sit and reflect is lost.  It was 
marvellous to see it looking radiant on Saturday and filled with such vibrant worship.   
I often reflect that Christmas is a time to reflect on family.  In our modern world families come in all 
shapes, sizes and designs.  But whatever form yours takes there will always be some common bond 
that binds you together, and it is the same with our school family.  We may come from different 
generations and have inhabited the school in different times, but whenever we get together we are 
reminded that there is a distinct ‘Georgian’ bond which enables us to understand and love each 
other’s stories and experiences.    It was great to see some new faces back at school on Saturday as 
well as some who are now more familiar.   
 
On Saturday we came to reflect on that Christmas story, a child born in a stable; a series of visitors 
both of humble and of not so humble origins, but all welcome,  a joyous mother and both a earthly 
and Heavenly Father.  An event which promised peace, joy and forgiveness.  Let’s pray that in our 
hurting world those messages shine through again this Christmas time.  
 
I hope that your own Christmas offers a time for reflection; some fun; some great food and a dose 
of peace, joy and forgiveness.   
 
With warmest greetings at this Christmas time, 
Helen Barton 
President of Georgian Association 
 
Last chance to collect your exam certificates! 

The Exams Office has been storing uncollected GCSE and A Level certificates from previous years 
for some time and are planning a clear out. According to JCQ regulations, we are not obligated to 
store certificates beyond 1 year after they have been issued. If you or your child did not collect 
your certificates, please contact us as soon as possible to arrange collection, or we can post it to 
you for a fee. Our email is examsoffice@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk . You can find further details on 
the school website. We look forward to hearing from you! 
  

mailto:examsoffice@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
https://stgeorges.herts.sch.uk/exams/
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OG Will Forrester 

Will leads on English PEN’s literature programmes, having previously 

run translation and international literature work.  

Elsewhere, he is a Director of Untold Narratives CIC, an Independent 

Expert for Creative Europe, and a judge for the 2024 US National 

Translation Award. He also judged the 2023 TA First Translation Prize, 

and was a 2022 Clore Emerging Leader and 2023 Bookseller Rising 

Star.  

He edited All Walls Collapse: Stories of Separation in 2022, led the editorial team for My Pen Is the 

Wing of a Bird: New Fiction by Afghan Women, and his own writing has appeared in 

the Guardian, Los Ang eles Review of Books, London Magazine and elsewhere. 

 

 



Old Georgian News 
 

 

 



Old Georgian News 
 

 

 

 

 



Old Georgian News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Old Georgian News 
 

Robin Daly, OG 1966 

Yes to Life: positivity and purpose from personal tragedy 
 
Robin Daly left St George’s in 1966 going on to be a founding partner in two very different 
businesses – the first creating custom-built joinery and furniture in the West Country, and the 
second delivering a range of IT Services across London and beyond – before founding the UK 
charity Yes to Life.  
  
He married in 1973, moving first to Edinburgh and then to South Devon, where he and Nancy 
settled and brought up three daughters. They were deeply embedded in the South Hams rural 
community when the family was dealt a shattering blow that was eventually to change Robin’s life 
trajectory irrevocably. Aged only nine, their youngest daughter, Bryony, developed a rare and 
highly aggressive muscle tumour in her calf following an accident, and, when finally diagnosed, 
was rushed to Bristol Children’s Hospital the following day as an emergency (a fuller account of 
her story can be found here - https://yestolife.org.uk/our-inspiration). A year of intensive 
treatment ensued, involving extended periods in Bristol, and physical challenges that almost 
sapped Bryony of the will to live. She came through however, although with a severely damaged 
leg which was eventually amputated three years later, when she was diagnosed with bone cancer 
in her leg, a result of radiotherapy treatment. 
  
This second diagnosis necessitated a further six months ’treatment, but with that completed and a 
high-tech prosthesis fitted, ten years of relatively normal life ensued. But this was to end abruptly 
in a third diagnosis – another radiotherapy-induced bone tumour – in her knee. This was 
diagnosed very late and treatment was unsuccessful, leading to her tragic death, aged only 
twenty-three. 
  
Bryony’s initial diagnosis was in the early 1990s before the internet had arrived, so despite being a 
family naturally interested in looking ‘outside the box ’in matters of health, resources were hard to 
come by. By the time of her third diagnosis, the internet was in full flow, and the problem had 
changed from dearth of information to overwhelm. Robin went in search of ways to help Bryony 
and came up against the vast difficulties the internet can present: distinguishing between 
genuinely useful information and worthless or even deliberately deceptive content; finding 
information that is directly relevant to a specific condition; finding resources that are within reach 
geographically and financially; and so on. It’s not that there isn’t genuinely useful information to 
be found, but it can be extremely hard to come by. 
  
For all the resources and expertise that our NHS has to offer, there are still massive gaps in care, 
and Robin’s family experienced these in a multitude of ways throughout this time. He will say that 
these gaps are primarily a cultural issue, rather than a question of resources as is often cited. One  
of the most obvious examples of this is the continuing failure to embrace the huge raft of lifestyle 
and complementary medicine resources that Robin found are available to improve the lot of those 
going through cancer and cancer treatment. Despite the ever-growing numbers being diagnosed, 
and the very low treatment success rates in the UK, it is being left to patients to do their own 
research and to fund additional approaches to improve their quality of life and treatment 
outcome.  
  

https://yestolife.org.uk/our-inspiration
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Fresh from his firsthand experience of the unmet needs of many with cancer and the difficulties 
they could face finding relevant and genuinely useful resources to help meet those needs, Robin 
set out to build a charity focused on providing just this type of support, a trustworthy and 
centralised source of information and signposting. 
  
Twenty years later, Yes to Life is celebrating its anniversary and has developed to become the 
leading UK resource for what is termed ‘integrative cancer care – ’the judicious combining of 
conventional medicine with lifestyle and complementary approaches. Over these two decades 
attitudes have begun to change, and the message of the charity is starting to be welcomed not 
only within a rapidly growing proportion of patients, but also within medical circles.  
  
As well as chairing the Board of Trustees and representing the charity in the media, Robin regularly 
engages in fundraising challenges and he is currently training for a 230k mountain walk along the 
Winter Way of the Camino de Santiago in Spain. You can sponsor him here: 
www.justgiving.com/campaign/holdmywalkingstickchallenge. 
 
For his work supporting those with cancer, Robin was awarded an MBE in the New Year’s Honours 
this January. 
 

  

Robin receiving his MBE   Robin & Trustees of Yes to Life 2th Anniversary Gala 

 
 
Find out more about Yes to Life at yestolife.org.uk. 
  
Read Robin’s response to receiving an MBE at yestolife.org.uk/thoughts-on-receiving-an-mbe 
 
Listen to the weekly Yes to Life Show, hosted by Robin at yestolife.org.uk/radio-shows/ 
 

 

 

http://www.justgiving.com/campaign/holdmywalkingstickchallenge
http://yestolife.org.uk/
https://yestolife.org.uk/thoughts-on-receiving-an-mbe
http://yestolife.org.uk/radio-shows/
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Jonathan Hartfield return to the school with his son Michael Hartfield on a trip to the UK from 

New Zealand. 

 

OG Alison Langer 

Please see the link below to a R4 programme aired in September in Verdi's La Traviata 
which features OG Alison Langer.  

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002ht1f?partner=uk.co.bbc&origin=share-

mobile  
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Beyond the School Gate 

Karen Ariss 

Enjoying the glorious sunshine of Essaouira Morrocco having completed 
roof top yoga at sunrise, followed by a fabulous breakfast a small group of 
us head down to the beach for a dip in the ocean. Conversation is light and 
we chat about our past occupations and were we lived before moving to 
Norfolk.  A member of the group says something that catches my interest, 
“where did you live?” I ask, “Harpenden” is her reply, “What school did you 
go to?” I feel I know what’s coming, “St Georges”.   

 

Since retiring from teaching three and half years ago life has changed exponentially.  We relocated 

to Norfolk, bought a house which was a project and still is, made lots of new friends and started 

new interests.  I joined the local fitness center and am there most days participating in a range of 

classes, something I never had time for when working full time and raising a family.  I practice yoga 

twice a week and our yoga teacher runs a retreat three times a year.  Something I have wanted to 

go on for years so I leapt at the chance.  Funny how St Georges catches up with you even on a yoga 

retreat in an African country. It’s not the first time either. 

I am also a member of dog walking group, not so long ago in the middle of Sheringham Park I 

chatted away with a new member, who had moved up from Redbourn.  She knew St Georges very 

well and also two sisters whom I had taught.  It was thrilling hearing how the girls were now doing 

and that one had just had a baby.  She was able to show me photos of my old student with her 

new family, I was so delighted. 

St Georges is never far from my thoughts as I have also been doing online tuition, some students 

are from St Georges and I love to hear about house events (especially Monk), and recent school 

trips they have been on.  So even though I have not had the opportunity to visit the school since I 

have left I am still there throughout the school year in spirit. 

Since retiring travel too has been high on our agenda, making the most of being able to get away at 

any time of the year has been wonderful.  We have lots of plans for the future for visiting places 

we haven’t yet seen and you never know who you might meet in a faraway land…an old Georgian 

perhaps. 
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Obituaries 

Gill Ingram  

It is with much sadness that we acknowledge the passing of Gill Ingram. Gill was a loyal servant to 

St George’s, the school at which her 3 children attended. Over a number of years, she was a 

member of the Governing body and later served as a Director on the Foundation Company 

Amelia Freedman 

It is with the greatest sadness that we announce the death of Amelia Freedman, creator and 

guiding light of the Nash Ensemble for more than sixty years. 

She was educated at St George’s School, Harpenden, where she knew Graham Pauncefort, who 

later founded the CRD label that provided the Nash with their first recordings, and the Henrietta 

Barnett School in north London. Having passed her music exams, she studied at the Royal Academy 

of Music, where she became involved in arranging concerts and appeared as a backing singer on A 

Hard Day’s Night (1964), the Beatles’ comedy film." 

 

Amelia's old friend the late Harrison Birtwistle once wrote: "Michael Tippett used to say that the 

world was divided between those on the side of the angels and those that were not.  In the case of 

Amelia Freedman and the Nash Ensemble there is no question that they stand well over the line of 

good and are blessed with wings of gold… without question the Nash is a leading contender for top 

of the league, unique in its dedication to the old and the new." 

 

We are delighted that Amelia gave her blessing for the group to continue under the artistic 

directorship of Nash Ensemble members Simon Crawford-Phillips and Adrian Brendel. 

 

Amelia dedicated her life to music, her beloved late husband Michael Miller and her children, 

Andrew, Robert and Emma. She had one other great passion: Arsenal FC. 

Michael Slowe 

In July Michael Slowe sadly passed away at the age of 90 years old, he very much enjoyed his time 

at St George’s many decades ago and will be greatly missed y his family. 

Elizabeth Wakely (nee Aynsley Smith) 

14:08:1942---02:05:2025 

Liz (as she was known throughout her school years), joined St George's Lower School at the age of 
seven. She was the daughter of the then Deputy Head and Art Teacher Philip Aynsley Smith. 

From the very beginning of her school life Liz shone academically. Her ability to grasp the 
understanding of any project or problem was outstanding. Liz worked hard and the high standards 
that she set herself were always maintained. 
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Liz left St George's in 1960, having remained a short while after her peer group to study for 
Oxbridge Entrance. During this time Liz was a very competent Head Girl. 

Following her school career Liz obtained a place at New Hall (now Murray Edwards) College, 
Cambridge University to read History. Her first employment was in Black Rod's Office, this was 
followed by a short spell at home caring for her young family. Perhaps it was her time at St 
Georges that prompted her to turn to teaching as a career. Liz spent many happy years teaching 
eventually becoming Head of History at the prestigious James Allen's School in South London. 

 Liz is sorely missed by those that were close to her at school, her fierce intellect and outrageous 
sense of humour offered so much. 

Janet Stott (nee Potter)    Val Gaubert (nee Lockyer) 

 

Janice Hulatt 

We were sad to hear the passing of Janice Hulatt who worked for the school for 25 years and 
retired in 2021. She worked in our catering team and especially down in the sixth-form café, which 
for many years was named after her because of the commitment she had to the sixth form 
students who loved her dearly. 

Janice will remain a legend in the St George’s community and will be missed by all who knew and 
appreciated her. 
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Feedback from OGs 

I still enjoy the OG newsletter after so many years, and I very much appreciate all the work that 

goes into it. My younger brother now deceased was also an OG. 

It’s also gratifying to see that the school continues to thrive and produce such well-educated 

pupils. 

With very best wishes 

Ray Hargreaves 
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Make a Donation 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How you can contribute to the future of St George’s  

If you would like to make a donation, please contact the development office who will be more 

than happy to assist you OR make a donation using the details below. 

Development Office,     Barclays Bank A/C 03517586   

St George’s School,     Sort Code: 20-03-62  

Harpenden,  

HERTS, 

 AL5 4TD Tel 01582 716288 

development@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk  

By making a donation via this route you will be supporting the general work of the 

school and particular projects they are working towards. 

 

 
Legacy Programme  

St. George’s is a dynamic place, and throughout its long and distinguished history, it has valued 

its traditions. It has also adapted to the evolving needs of its pupils and staff. As a valued 

member of our community, you will appreciate the significant impact of generous contributions 

made to the school and the difference they have made. Whether your connection to St. 

George's is through your children, as a former pupil, or another meaningful link, you will 

understand what a truly special place it is.  

The collective support of past and present generations has enabled us to achieve a great deal. 

For example, it has funded buildings, computers, sporting facilities and equipment. Every 

aspect of school life has benefited from such generosity, and we now ask you to continue this 

vital tradition. 

 No matter the size, a legacy gift in your will ensures that St. George’s will continue to thrive. 

 In addition to the tax-free nature of the donation, charitable gifts can reduce the amount of tax 

payable on the remainder of the estate. 

For further information, please email development@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk 

 

We are regularly asked how OGs can contribute into and support and help maintain the 

work and vision of St George’s. To help you make your donation to an appropriate fund 

we have provided the information below. 

Please consider making a gift today and help us continue to provide an outstanding 

educational experience. 

Thank you for your continued dedication to St George’s School. 

 

mailto:development@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
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ST GEORGE’S SCHOOL 

 HARPENDEN 

 www.stgeorges.herts.sch.uk  

development@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk  

www.facebook.com/Georgians—Harpenden  

Old Georgians Association website—https://eu.ptly.com/uk 

http://www.stgeorges.herts.sch.uk/
mailto:development@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
http://www.facebook.com/Georgians—Harpenden

