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From the Head 

It has been wonderful to see how quickly pupils have settled back into school life after the half-term break. 

Within days, routines have re-established themselves and the steady rhythm of lessons, rehearsals, and 

activities has returned. It is always impressive to watch how swiftly our students find their stride again.  

At our ‘Thriving in Sixth Form’ evening this week, six Year 13 students spoke with real insight about the 

importance of rhythm and balance in their lives. They described how routines, from managing deadlines, setting 

priorities and knowing when to pause and have fun, have helped them to sustain both wellbeing and 

achievement. Their reflections were a reminder that true success is built not on last-minute effort, but on the 

quiet discipline of doing the right things consistently. 

As partners, school and home share the responsibility of shaping these habits, particularly in our younger 

pupils. Setting boundaries, providing structure and offering the reassurance of clear expectations are among 

the most valuable supports we can give. These guard rails help young people develop the stability and 

confidence they need to flourish, both now and in the years ahead. This is why we place such importance on 

pupils being in school on time each morning, ready to learn, to participate and to thrive. 

As the half-term gathers pace, there is much to look forward to in the weeks ahead: our whole-school Act of 

Remembrance next Tuesday; the school production of Fame opening on 18th November; a busy calendar of 

sports fixtures, including the Old Georgian Lacrosse fixture on 13th December; Concerts such as a number 

Jazz Winter Warmer on 11th December; trips and visits including the Berlin History Trip; the PSA Christmas 

Ball and Fayre; and of course, the many Carol Services that will bring the term to a close. It promises to be 

a full and joyful few weeks as we move forward together, in stride. 

 

Chapel this Sunday 

This Sunday is our Remembrance Service which is always very special and well-attended. Please remember 

that this service starts at 9.30 a.m. (so students should be seated by 9.20 a.m.) so that those who wish to can 

join the Remembrance event in the High Street afterwards. 

Remembrance - Cadets in Uniform on Tuesday 11th November 

As part of our school’s observance of Remembrance, we recognise and value the contribution of students who 

are members of Cadet or other organisations affiliated with the Armed Forces. These students are warmly 

invited to wear their uniform in school on the day as a visible sign of respect and remembrance. 

We ask, however, that students do not travel to and from school in that uniform unless they are in a car. This 

is to ensure safety, privacy, and consistency with other local schools. Students are very welcome to bring their 

uniform, change into it once on site, and then change back into regular clothes before leaving at the end of the 

day. 



Get Your Jazz Hands Ready — FAME Is Here! 

 
 
You want fame? Well fame costs. And here is where you start paying for it in sweat.  
 
Well, actually you can purchase tickets via ParentPay and the good news that there is still availability for all 
nights. Performances are on Tuesday 18th to Thursday 20th November. The show starts at 7.30 p.m. and runs for 
approximately 2 hours.  
 
An entire evening of great music and dance numbers awaits you so get ready to sing, strut, and sob (in a good 
way) as our talented cast belts their way to stardom—one high kick at a time. It’s got passion, it’s got power, 
and yes… it’s got a lot of hairspray. 

 
From Big Apple to Capitol Gains! 

 
 

 



Written by Zoe B (Y13): The USA Politics, Economics and Business trip was an unforgettable experience: full 

of learning, memorable experiences and lots and lots of walking! 

 

In New York, we toured around the United Nations building, where we gained insight into the inner workings of 

global politics, followed by a walking tour of Wall Street. We also took in many of the city’s famous sights, 

including the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, Grand Central Station, cycling around Central Park, and a visit 

to the Top of the Rock’s observation decks. Additionally, we observed a poignant visit to the 9/11 memorial 

museum and walked over Brooklyn Bridge with breath-taking views. We were lucky to enjoy several memorable 

trips, such as a visit to Macy’s, time in Little Italy and an incredible night watching 'Six' on Broadway.  

 

After New York, we travelled through Philadelphia to reach Washington DC, where we saw iconic American 

landmarks, including the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial. We also had the opportunity to visit 

the White House, the Capitol and the Supreme Court which all brought to life our studies of the US government. 

We were also fortunate to have a question-and-answer session with political journalists working within the US, 

bringing to life the reality of American politics and journalism, and to celebrate a few birthdays in a truly 

memorable fashion. We finished the trip with a visit to Georgetown.  

 

It was fantastic and illuminating to see and visit so many landmarks and institutions that we study as part of 

our courses. A massive thank you to Mr Reynolds and Mr Ellis for organising the trip, and to Mr Day and Mrs 

Potter for making it possible - their coordination and enthusiasm made it an incredible experience.  

 

Scrum-believable Scenes at St George’s! 

 

 
 
St George’s Sports Hall was transformed into a fortress of rugby greatness as Saracens took the place over at 

half-term and we welcomed back with great pride, OG’s Owen Farrell and Maro Itoje. The poor rain was our 

gain when the local rugby club were looking for a large sports hall to train for the match against Northampton. 

The team kindly donated a signed shirt that the PSA will be auctioning at the Christmas Ball! 

 

Maro, who was a boarder at the school, also met up with Mr Pickard who provided him with a tour of the 

boarding house. Owen and Maro chatted with staff about when they were at St George's and how long it has 

been since they have been back. We hope it won't be long until they visit us again. 



St. George’s Rugby Team Movember Campaign 

This November, the St. George’s rugby teams are proud to be taking part in Movember 

to raise awareness and funds for men’s mental health and testicular cancer. The boys 

have set themselves a target of £1,500, and we’re thrilled to share that they’ve already 

raised £600 in just four days! Every donation, big or small, makes a real difference and 

is greatly appreciated. 

To show their commitment, the whole team is growing out their “mos” throughout the month and will also be 

hosting a raffle during the Friday Night Lights match against St. Albans Boys on November 14th. We’d love to 

see as many supporters as possible come down, cheer on the team, and help us reach our goal for this fantastic 

cause. 

You can make a donation and follow the team’s progress here: St. George’s Movember Team Page 
 

Promoting Positive Relationships Evening for Year 8 Parents and Carers 

If you haven’t signed up for this informative and hopefully fun evening on Tuesday 11th November at 7.30 to 
8.30 in the assembly hall, there is still time to do so via ParentPay (no costs are involved). We would love to 
see you there to share the PPR survey data that your children have generated as well as share some of the 
activities that they were involved in on the PPR Day. Do you know what your love language is? Come and 
find out! 

 
 

Next Week is Anti-bullying Week: get ready to rock your socks 

 

 
 
Next week, we’re proud to be part of National Anti-Bullying Week, a powerful campaign that shines a light on 

the impact of bullying in all its forms — and how we can be the change. This year’s theme is ‘Power for Good’, 

reminding us that even the smallest acts of kindness can make a big difference. 

 

Kick things off with ODD SOCK DAY — Monday 10th! 

 

Please encourage and remind your children to let their feet do the talking by wearing their wackiest, wildest, 

most wonderfully mismatched socks to show your support. There will be prizes for the best and worst combo. 

https://uk.movember.com/team/2492171?mc=63&utm_medium=team_space-share_team_space&utm_source=app_ios&utm_campaign=movember&utm_content=share_link


 

All week long, there’ll be thought-provoking assemblies and interactive activities in the Library, Learning 

Support and Student Services for students to come and explore, reflect, and to get involved. 

 

Friday 5 Highlights: 

 

● Lower School Book Club dives into ‘King of Nothing’ — a powerful story about friendship, identity, and 

standing up for what’s right. 

● Year 9 will hear from local police about cyberbullying and online safety — a must for navigating the 

digital world. 

● Year 13 will take part in a vital session on Misogyny and Sexual Harassment, empowering students to 

challenge harmful behaviours and foster respect. 

 

We’re excited to empower our students to be kind, courageous, and connected — thank you for your continued 

support in making our school a safe and inclusive space for all. 

 
Extra-Curricular Updates 
  

Friday Night Lights: This Friday we have our 1st Lacrosse team playing STAHS at Harpenden Rugby Club. The 

draw is at 6.30 p.m. Please come along to support the girls and your school and watch some excellent 

Lacrosse!  There will be a bar available for over 21s. 

  

We kindly ask all competitors and supporters to be proud of how they represent our school both on and off the 

pitch. Your encouragement and conduct play a vital role in fostering an environment of respect, fairness, and 

good sportsmanship — towards teammates, opponents, officials, and fellow spectators. 

 

Our Saturday sport is back on tomorrow with mixed home and away Rugby games against New Hall, and 

Lacrosse games are at home against STAHS. Bacon rolls and tea/coffee will be available as usual.   
  

Please see SOCS for further information on individual teams. 

To log in:- SOCS Login 

The password for this year's log in is:-  STG2024 

  

Next week we have another jam-packed week with the launch of Inter-house Chess, Remembrance Day, 

Interschool Geography Quiz, Netball matches against St Columbus & Samuel Ryder and our Year 11 Berlin 

trip heads off.  

 

Next Friday night is the turn of the boys to play at Harpenden Rugby Club for their ‘Friday Night Lights’ with a 

kick off time at 5.30 p.m. Please come along and support. Our Lacrosse games next Saturday (15th) are away 

at Caterham with school transport provided. 

 

https://www.socscms.com/login/357?e=4&logout=1&lt=parent


 
 

 
Old Georgian Carol Service 

St George’s Music Society Choir (or MusSoc) is a non-auditioned choir that is looking for new members. The 
choir dates back to 1912 and consists of Old Georgians, parents, staff and friends of the school. 

Rehearsals are on a Tuesday evening, 7.00 - 8:15 p.m. in the Old Library during term time and the next event 
for the choir is the Georgian Carol service which is happening at 3.00 p.m. on Saturday 13th December in the 
school Chapel. 

If you like singing, and who doesn’t love a carol service, then you would be most welcome to attend our next 
rehearsal which will be on Tuesday 11th November. If you would like further details then please email Russell 
Tucker on rtucker@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk 

 
Attendance Award: Every day counts 

 

 
A big thank you and congratulations to all our students 

and parents who have once again helped us achieve 

this prestigious award. Your continued support, 

dedication, and enthusiasm play a vital role in our 

school’s success. 

 

We are especially proud of the excellent attendance and 

commitment to learning shown by our students 

throughout the year. Every day in school counts, and it’s 

clear that our shared focus on education, personal 

growth, and community spirit is making a real 

difference. 

 

 

mailto:rtucker@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk


Do you work in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) or have you 

previously? 
Do you know someone who does? Would you/they like to share the wonders of your career with our students 

and inspire a generation of Scientists? Look no further! 

The Science Department is setting up a series of lunchtime sessions for students to hear about careers in 

Science. We are looking for anyone interested in doing a short presentation to our students, followed by a quick 

Q&A about your career in STEM. It should be about 15-20 minutes. 

If you would like more information, please send an email to Mrs Sandhu (msandhu@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk) 

who can get the process started. 

 

St. George’s Prayer Group 

There is another meeting of the St George’s Prayer Group on Monday 17th November at 7:30pm – 8:30pm.   

They meet in the Green Room, just left of the main assembly hall at the Reception area. All prayers of any faith 

are welcome and there is no pressure to pray aloud if you are not keen.  
 

DofE Bronze year 11 cohort celebration evening 
We are very much looking forward to celebrating your completion of the Bronze DofE and achievements in 

January on Thursday 29th for those of you that have fully signed off all your sections. 

 

If your child has an assessor report still outstanding - please arrange for this to be completed ASAP as we 

would hate to not be able to include them in our celebration evening. 

 
Admission Arrangements Consultation 

 
St George's School is consulting on the proposed admissions arrangements for the school year 2027/28 and 

is seeking responses from parents/carers, schools and community groups. 

  

The proposed changes can be found here. 

  

The consultation period runs from 1st October– 12th November 2025. Please send your comments regarding 

the proposals to the school direct at admissionsconsultation@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk  

  

Hertfordshire County Council is also running a consultation on the proposed admissions arrangements for 

community and voluntary controlled schools for the school year 2027/28 and is seeking responses from 

parent/carers, schools and community groups. 

 

 HCC’s proposed changes are: 

1. To reduce the published admission number (PAN) at three community primary schools  

2. Retain the remainder of the county council’s existing admission arrangements for 2027/28, including 

PANs, Relevant Areas and schemes of coordination. 

 

The consultation period runs until 7th December 2025. Please visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions2027 

for more information and to respond online. 

 

The County Council's admission arrangements will be determined by Cabinet on 16 February 2026. 

 
 

 

mailto:msandhu@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk
https://stgeorges.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/St-Georges-6th-Form-Proposed-Changes-Schools-Letter.pdf
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions2027


Two Weeks to Go until the Christmas Fayre 

Saturday 22 November, 12- 4pm  

Enjoy the day and get involved! 

Kick off the festive season with a brilliant family day out 

Fayre Highlights 

Our first ever Fayre-based second-hand uniform sale and a festive family photoshoot with a gorgeous 

Christmas backdrop with award-winning photographer, Sally Masson. 

Photoshoot Booking System Live Now:  Slots are limited. Book your photo session here. Sessions cost 

£20 (or £17.50 each if you buy more than two) payable on the day. (The link may show a redirection message, 

please follow instructions). 

Gift Shopping - Shopping with over 30 stalls gets your shopping off to a cracking start. A mix of new stalls 

and old favourites. 

Food and Drink - Pop into the Christmas Café for hot food, tea, coffee, hot chocolate, cold drinks and plenty 

of festive treats. Lunch is sorted! Our popular mulled wine and mince pies are back. 

Entry £1 for adults and children go free 

How to get involved? 

Volunteer Your Time 

The PSA needs your help with a few jobs leading up to the Fayre and on the day. This is a fantastic school 

community event. Please volunteer some time if you can - we can’t do it without you! Students can volunteer 

too. Please click on the links below: 

Jobs before the Fayre 

👉 Sign up to help before the Fayre (The link may show a redirection message, please follow instructions). 

On the day 

There are also plenty of ways to get involved on the day - from running a stall to lending a hand for an hour. 

👉 Volunteer on the day of the Fayre (The link may show a redirection message, please follow instructions). 

Donate an item or two - We will be running the café, fun games and fabulous stalls thanks to your 

generous donations.  

We are looking for the following donations: cakes, mince-pies, books, games for 10+ (no DVDs), bottles 

(alcoholic and non-alcoholic), unopened beauty products and toiletries, wrapped sweets and chocolate (NO 

NUTS), unwanted (new) gifts. 

Where to Bring Your Donations? - Donations can be brought by students to Mrs Howard’s Office on the 

Grant corridor from 8:00-8:20 am Monday 17 to 20 November and 8:30-9:00am on Friday 21 November. Don’t 

worry, we will send reminders on WhatsApp groups the week of the Fayre. 

Thank you for your help and support. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545ADA72FAAFBC07-60130335-christmas
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545ADA72FAAFBC07-58946640-prechristmas
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0545ADA72FAAFBC07-58946683-fayre


Carol, Kasia and the PSA Christmas Fayre Team 

 Follow us on Instagram @psastgeorges for the latest news and events. 

Raise free funds for St George’s every time you shop online via Give As You Live. 

 

 

Director of Finance Opportunity 
  

Following the retirement of Christine Ironton after over 20 years of dedicated and faithful service, we are 

recruiting for a new Director of Finance to lead and shape the delivery of the school’s finance function. 

 

This is an exciting opportunity for a dynamic and agile individual to join an amazing school at a senior level, 

to help drive the next stage of our school’s development and improve the effectiveness and efficiency of all 

aspects of our financial operations. We are especially looking to enhance our financial management 

information and forecasting, improve our finance systems and use of technology, and simplify processes to 

add value. Reporting to the Chief Operating Officer and working closely with the Headteacher and other senior 

leaders across the school, the role requires someone with a proven track record in financial management and 

an approachable, collaborative style. 

 

The role may suit someone with direct school experience seeking career progression or a new environment, 

or equally a skilled professional from another sector motivated to bring their experience to our specific context, 

and offers the chance to have a direct impact on the lives of young people within a fantastic school community. 

Please share this role with colleagues and friends who you think might be a good fit, or consider applying 

yourself at Click here 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.instagram.com/psastgeorges
https://www.instagram.com/psastgeorges
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/charity/stgeorgesschoolpsa?utm_source=charitytoolkit&utm_content=269374&utm_medium=post&utm_campaign=doubledonationssep25
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/charity/stgeorgesschoolpsa?utm_source=charitytoolkit&utm_content=269374&utm_medium=post&utm_campaign=doubledonationssep25
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/138356/EDV-2025-SGS-37845


Please Support the Foodbank at Christmas 

 
Once again they are running their Reverse Advent Calendar, and they’d be so grateful for your support in 

helping them spread the word! Their main goal is to ensure that no one in the community goes hungry due to 

lack of access to food. This year alone, they have distributed over 10,000 three-day emergency food parcels 

to individuals and families in crisis, across the St Albans District via their 9 hubs. 

  

The Reverse Advent Calendar is a simple way to give back this season. Here’s how it works: 

• For 25 days, add an item from the attached list to a box or bag. 

• Bring your collection to our Foodbank Warehouse in Redbourn, ready to be distributed to local families in 

time for the holidays. 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

Get your tickets for the 76th Gang Show this January at the EMC.  Many of our 

students are performing with other cubs and scouts from Harpenden. It’s a brilliant 

show full of singing, dancing and sketches and is always a real hit with sell-out 

audiences. 

 

Tickets are now on sale at www.harpenden.gs  Get yours today! 

 

 

http://www.harpenden.gs/


 



 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 


