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News from the Head 

Schools play an important role in helping each generation understand the mistakes of the 
past. This week in chapel, pupils have sat among the shadows of those Old Georgians 
who lost their lives in the two world wars. It is a poignant reminder that these wars had a 
direct impact on our community, taking away young men and women who, like our 
students today, held bright futures. We tell these stories not to glory in what took place, 
but to help ensure that we never make the same mistakes again. 

This is, indeed, a season where remembrance takes on a central role in our lives. Whether 
it is in honouring the saints and our departed loved ones on All Saints’ and All Souls’ Days, 
recalling “the 5th of November,” or in the solemn commemoration of those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice on Remembrance Day, we are reminded of the weight of history. 

Unpacking these events in school can lead to questions at home, but this is important as we remember 
so that we can move forwards. I was moved by the simple tribute in our chapel this week, where a 
Perspex figure and small plaque reminded pupils of the sacrifices made. I look forward to seeing many 
of you on Sunday for our act of remembrance in the chapel and at the town centre. On Monday, the 
whole school will come together to mark this moment. 

Lest we forget 

 

Remembrance Events 

 

Service Sunday 10th 9.30 a.m. 

Our annual Remembrance Service focuses on remembering those OGs who fell 

in the First and Second World War and the stories around their sacrifice. Our 

service will be held at 9.30 a.m. (instead of the normal 10.00 a.m.)  and we aim 

to finish by 10.30 a.m. and encourage parents/carers and students to join with 

the other churches and uniformed organisations in the town at the memorial at 

11.00 a.m. (after our service). Please ensure your child comes early for the 

service and is seated by 9.20 a.m. This is a serious and solemn service and 

therefore we will not let people come into chapel late! You are also welcome to 

join us in this special service. 

 



Remembrance Service on Monday 

 

Our senior students have been selling poppies all week and 

on Monday 11th November at 11.00 a.m.  we will gather as a 

whole school in the MUGA for a joint Remembrance service, 

last post and reading of the names of the fallen. It is a very 

moving moment for everyone. 

The library has displays of war-related books (fiction and non-

fiction) to encourage students to learn more about war and 

how it impacts every one of all nations.  

 

 

Set Sail for Treasure Island 

This November, the St George’s Drama Department want to 

take you on a perilous journey across the high seas as they 

go in search of hidden treasure. On the 19th, 20th and 21st 

of this month, students from years 10 to 13 will be presenting 

their production of Robert Louis Stevenson’s, ‘Treasure 

Island’.  

 

The cast is made up of our A-level and GCSE students, 

who’ve been in rehearsals since September, navigating their 

craft, in this upper school production that promises, laughter, 

swashbuckling adventure and a tiny bit of skulduggery. 

 

Please come and join us for a fabulous evening of 

entertainment and excitement. The show starts at 7.00 p.m. 

and runs for about 2 hours and 20 minutes which includes a 

20-minute interval. Tickets cost £5.00 and are available on 

Parent Pay. 

 

 

 

Year 7 Parents Evening Feedback Opportunity 

We are looking forward to seeing you on the 27th November and would like to use this opportunity to 

gain parent and carer feedback about the transition period; how well your young person has settled in 

and how things are going for them. Our Sub-prefects will be approaching you to complete a short survey 

on an iPad so please do take a few minutes to take part. Thanks. 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Monday 11th 
Inter-house Chess begins 

Y13 Rotary Mock Interviews in the 
Town Hall 6.15 to 9.15 p.m. 

 
Tuesday 12th 

PPR Day Evening for year 8 parents in 
the assembly hall at 7.30 to 9.00 p.m. 

 
Wednesday 13th 

Berlin History Trip departs 
Inter-school Geography Quiz at RPS 

 

Saturday 16th 
LAX v Caterham – all teams at home 
Rugby v St. Albans – 1st, 2nd, U14A/B, 

U13A/B – away. 
U16A/B, U15 A/B, U14A/B, 

U12A/B/C/D - home 
 

Sunday 17th 
Communion Chapel 6.00 p.m. 

 
 



Scores on the Endeavour Cup Doors 

So how is your house doing? Goddard are in an early lead closely followed by Watts but it is early days 
and there are many events left. Every child is encouraged to take part in house competitions and there 
are events which everyone in the house can take part so please help them to get involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

Anti-Bullying Week 11th to 18th November 

Every year we take part in the national anti-bullying campaign 
run by the Anti-bullying Alliance to raise awareness about how 
students can stand up to bullying; how to report it and how to 
support those on the receiving end of any type of negative 
behaviour. To be fair, our students are already pretty great at 
doing this already. 

This year, the focus of the campaign is ‘Choose Respect’ and it promotes the conversation around how to 
handle disagreements and differences of opinion without resorting to bullying. The idea is to support each 
other to champion kindness, because being kind is not a sign of weakness but a mark of strength.  

Next week, there will be assemblies, PSHE lessons, Friday 5 talks (the police are coming in to talk about 
cyberbullying), activities at lunch times, displays and stickers and most importantly ‘Odd Sock Day’ on 
Tuesday 12th. There will be prizes for the most outlandish odd sock combination so do encourage your 
young person to take part. 

We encourage all our students to be upstanders and to report any unkindness or negative behaviour towards 
others. Please get in touch with your Head of House if you have a concern or contact the safeguarding team: 
safeguardign@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk 

 

mailto:safeguardign@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk


Debating News 

Just before half-term, we hosted Loreto - with 16 debaters 
in our squad. It was a fantastic event and kicked off this 
year's set of fixtures.  
 
Next Monday, we host the other Harpenden schools in the 
Old Library for Round 6 of the Harpenden Schools Debate 
Competition and later this month, we travel to Berkhamsted 
for a fixture, as well as taking two teams to compete in the 
rotary competition. 
 
Debate club is back this week (every Thursday) and we look 
forward to seeing more students enjoying developing their 
skills over the coming months. 
 

 

This Week’s Spotlight: Extra-curricular Opportunities 

We offer a wide range of extra-curricular clubs and activities and it is a great way for students to learn 

a new skill or develop a new hobby but it is also great for students to make new friends and develop 

their social skills. 

Please encourage your young people to get involved. This term’s programme is here: extra-curricular 

clubs schedule  

 

Electrical Issue today 

We had a small electronic fire in a computer unit in the library today, with the fire brigade attending 

with one engine. 

Both pupils and staff handled the situation very well and it was good to see that our students followed 

instructions carefully and our recent drill ensured everyone knew the correct procedure. 

Fortunately, it was a minor incident and no further harm was caused. 

 

Super Curricular Activities 

We are super keen to encourage our students to try new things which will stretch and inspire them. 

Below are a few suggestions from Mrs Dodds, who is our lead in this area. 

Sutton Trust Pathways to Consulting programme Year 12 
Aimed at students interested in Business, Economics, problem solving, project management, or 
politics. Students who are accepted onto the 18-month programme will receive: 

 Work Experience Placements and networking opportunities with top tier firms. 
 Employability Skills Training in presenting, communication and problem solving. 
 Higher Education Access support, such as a personal statement building tool and free A-level tutoring. 

The deadline to apply is Monday 11th November. To apply use the link: 

https://pathways.suttontrust.com/ 

 

https://www.stgeorges.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1737&type=pdf
https://www.stgeorges.herts.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1737&type=pdf
https://pathways.suttontrust.com/


Medic Mentor - Get into Medicine/ Dentistry; Online Conferences for Years 9 to 13   

These conferences are suitable for any student aged 14 or above, from any school or background, 

who is interested in becoming a doctor or a dentist. The dates are: 

 Saturday 9th November from 9:30am - 3:30pm 

 Saturday 23rd November from 9:30am - 3:30pm 

 Sunday 24th November from 9:30am - 3:30pm 

To register use the link: https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9Iwk6/shry7MZYtt3MGPjvO 

 
Get into Dentistry Conference 
Sunday 1st December from 9:30am - 3:30pm 
To register use the link: https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9Iwk6/shrBuiR7SBAcC19kE 
 
The conferences will provide tailored advice, covering essential topics such as: 
 

 Application Timelines 

 How to Tactically Choose Medical/Dental Schools 

 CV Building 

 Personal Statements - New format from 2026 

 Medical/Dental School Interviews 

 UCAT - Entrance Exams to Medical/Dental School 

 Medical Leadership and Awards Programmes 

 Accessing Work Experience 

 Accessing Scholarships 

 

Students will be awarded a certificate of attendance, which can be listed on their UCAS applications 

for ‘activities that support higher education’. 
 

Invest-IN free webinars – Years 9 to 13   

InvestIN's webinar series offers resources for both students and their parents. They are designed to 

support students in exploring the world of work and equipping parents with the tools to guide them. All 

events are led by industry experts and are free to attend. 

Each webinar takes place at 6.00 p.m. If you are unable to attend live we would still recommend 

registering in order to receive the event recording and relevant resources. 

Tuesday 19th November:  Breaking into the Creative Arts  Breaking into Psychology 
Wednesday 20th November: Breaking into Medicine   Breaking into Banking  
Thursday 21st November: Breaking into Law    Breaking into Engineering 

To register use the link: Invest- Free webinars 

 

Springboard – Virtual Work Experience Years 9 to 13   

To find out more use the link: https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience 

If your child attends any of these online events, Mrs Dodds would be grateful for your feedback: 

jdodds@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk 

 

https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9Iwk6/shry7MZYtt3MGPjvO
https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9Iwk6/shrBuiR7SBAcC19kE
https://investin.org/pages/free-events?utm_source=UK%20Schools%3A%20180%20Day%20Engaged&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=UK%20Schools%3A%20Free%20Event%20Series%20%2801JBF2HC6KN6ZJVY2NQQ8DWH8A%29&nb_klid=01HTHTHAQ491Q5GZ65CSDN78KH
https://www.springpod.com/virtual-work-experience
mailto:jdodds@stgeorges.herts.sch.uk


Financial Assistance 

There are several local charities that may be able to assist families who meet their criteria and provide 
financial assistance towards school-related costs, e.g. uniform, trips, etc. 

Harpenden Trust: The Harpenden Trust has a Care Fund that supports families and young people in 
need within Harpenden (AL5 postcode). Families are helped on a confidential basis. Contact details can 
be found on their website.  

James Marshall Foundation: The James Marshall Foundation can assist with the cost of school 
uniform, educational residential trips, extracurricular activities, study books and career development. 

If you live in Harpenden, Flamstead, Kimpton, Markyate, Redbourn or Wheathampstead, you can apply 
to the JMF for financial assistance by filling out their online application form. 

Redbourn Community Group: This group helps individuals and families in the local community where 
there is a specific need, e.g. educational school trips. More details can be found on their website. 

Wheathampstead Community Group: This community organisation supports local families in many 
ways, e.g. help with study equipment, food costs during school holidays, making up the shortfall for a 
school trip, etc. If you would like practical or financial support, contact the Community Secretary for 
advice. 

 

Notices and Information 

 

 

https://www.theharpendentrust.org.uk/
https://www.theharpendentrust.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.jamesmarshallfoundation.co.uk/
https://www.jamesmarshallfoundation.co.uk/apply-for-funding.html
https://redbourncg.org/what-we-do/helping-individuals-and-families-in-our-community/
https://redbourncg.org/contact/
https://www.wheathampsteadwcg.org/community-2/
https://www.wheathampsteadwcg.org/get-in-touch/


 

 



 



 


