
 

St George’s School  
Humanities Faculty  
Year 8 Curriculum Map for HISTORY  

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

THE BIG IDEAS & 
KNOWLEDGE 
Overview of topics or key 
questions 

The Reformation -  
How did the printing press change the 
world? 
What caused the break in the church 
And  why was it so significant? 
 
The Industrial Revolution -  
 

1)Inventions   
What caused  the changes in Britain in 
1700-1850? The birth of the Factory 
System. 
2)Social change  
What impact did  the Industrial 
Revolution have on the people?  

The Indus trial R evolution -  Who 
has the power?  
 
Work in the Indus trial R evolution. 
What was  the impact of the 
Indus trial R evolution on people's  
lives ?  
 
P rotes t in the Indus trial 
R evolution. 
How peaceful was the road to 
democracy?  

Who was mos t res pons ible for 
s etting up the E as t India 
C ompany. How did the E as t India 
C ompany end up ruling India?  
 
Mediaeval African Empires -Ghana &  
Mali  
Which Medieval African Empire was 
the Greatest? 
How powerful was the K ing of 
G hana?  
Why was  Mans a Mus a the riches t 
man in the world?  

Mediaeval African Empires - Nigeria 
How powerful was queen Amina? 
 
Which Medieval African Empire was the 
Greatest? 
 
C omparis on of all 3 African 
E mpires. 
 

The Transatlantic  S lave Trade  
 
What was  the human cos t of 
s ugar?  
 
Who was s ignificant in abolis hing 
the S lave Trade?  

Empire-  
What was Britain’s relationship with 
Its Empire   
 
How did the Empire change Britain? 
 

SKILLS & STRATEGIES 
Procedural knowledge, 
literacy and numeracy 
skills 

Focusing on causation in the first half 
of the term. Looking at the inventions 
that caused the Industrial Revolution 
and assessing the impact on the 
Domestic system. 
The second section focuses on source 
skills and looks at the similarities and 
differences between sources.  

E valuate a number of s ources  and 
make a judgement on their 
reliability when res earching the 
Luddite P rotes t. 

 We are comparing the leadership 
and richnes s of the African 
E mpires,  focus ing on a 
comparis on of which was  the 
greates t. 
 

We are comparing the leadership 
and richnes s of the African E mpires,  
focus ing on a comparis on of which 
was  the greates t. 
Adding a cultural and economic 
unders tanding of the changing role 
of the African E mpires . 

S kills  to ass es s  the multiple  
factors  that were ess ential for the 
abolition of the s lave trade. 
 
Thes e include the abolitionis ts ,  the 
revolts  on the plantations , the 
economic s ituation, the peoples '  
protes t.  

The focus is on diversity and the study 
of the different parts of the British 
Empire with their unique stories and 
impact on Britain today.  

 
 

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

FEEDBACK 
Noteworthy tasks and 
assessments 

Mid-point ass ess ment= looking at  
good his tory writing using the 
as s es sment criteria.  C aus ation is  
the dis ciplinary focus  of this  
s ection. 
 
S ource s kills  ass ess  change as  two 
s ources  look at a comparis on 
between the Domes tic  and the 
Factory S ys tem. 

E nd of topic  ass ess ment= 
S ource bas ed evidence E nquiry -   
Us ing s ources to ass es s  the utility 
and reliability of evidence.  
 
K nowledge tes t on the Indus trial 
R evolution  

Good history writing - Mid-point 
assessment comparing 2l African 
Empires?  
 
 
 
 

E nd of topic  ass ess ment= Which 
Medieval African Empire was the 
Greatest? 
K nowledge Tes t 
Learning revis ion s kills  and active 
memory recall techniques. 

E nd of topic  ass ess ment= S ource 
as s es sment  covering the factors  
that bought about the end to the 
S lave Trade.   

This  topic  is  as sess ed with a group 
pres entation. The class  is  divided 
up to res earch the different areas  
of the E mpire with key ques tions  
relating to the experiences  of the 
people.  

BREADTH 
Opportunities, trips, 
wider reading, cultural 
capital 

 
 
Digging Deeper S heets   

Vis it the -  B lack C ountry Mus eum  J eremy P axman - E mpire 
 
 
 
 

Vis it the B enin B ronzes at the 
B ritish Mus eum 
P oetry s tudy -  G eorge  
the P oet. 
Digging Deeper s heets 

Colson Whitehead - The Underground 
Railway  
Trail Blazers - Harriett Tubman: A 
journey to freedom. 

Julius Lester - from slave ship to 
freedom road 
Audria Stuart - Blood and sugar 

B lack and B ritish -  David Olus oga 



KEY VOCABULARY  
Important words and 
phrases 

Social Class, Domestic System, 
Mechanisation, Power Loom, Turnpike 
Trust, Raw Materials, Cholera,Miasma.  
 

Government, Revolution, Elections, 
Reform, Chartists, Luddites, 
Suffragette, Franchise.  
 

Trade, Divine, Government, 
Pilgrimage, Democracy, Mosque, 
Autocracy, Empire. 

Trade, Divine, Government, 
Pilgrimage,  Mosque, Autocracy, 
Empire. 

Trade triangle, Abolitionist,  Middle 
passage, Plantation, Colony Boycott, 
Petition.  

 Empire, Independence, Immigration, 
Revolution, Scramble,  

 


